

 Essay 2  Classifying  Three pages, typed (CR/NC)

Prewriting
Please choose one of the following options, read the articles, and write a ½-page (100 word minimum) statement of topic for your “classifying” essay, due at the beginning of class.  Bottom line: what “stuff” are you classifying, and what classification scheme are you using to classify it? (What categories are you putting the things into?) See below for more.

· Little Communities 
· Categories: Robert Redfield, “Little Communities” (315-16).
· Materials: Malcolm Kiniry and Mike Rose, “Summaries of Studies on Community” (316-19). Includes summaries of Hualcan, Peru in 1952; Springdale, NY in 1958; the Vice Lords of Chicago in 1967; the Iks of Uganda in 1967; the Hutterites of Jasper, Canada in 1967.  Treat “Summaries” as a single source written by Kiniry and Rose; do not refer to the original writers/titles (e.g. Stein’s Life in the Highlands of Peru). Ignore textbook instructions on 315.

· Culture Shock 
· Categories: Brink and Saunders, “Phases of Culture Shock” (331-33);
· Materials: Malcolm Kiniry and Mike Rose, “Immigrant Narratives” (333-47). Includes the following excerpts:  Bentz, New Immigrants; Portes and Rumbaut, Immigrant America; Santiago, When I Was Puerto Rican; Kessner and Caroli, Today’s Immigrants; Steltzer, The New Americans. Treat “Immigrant Narratives” as a single source with no author; refer to the immigrants by name (e.g. Wood Chuen Kwong), not to the original authors/titles (e.g., Bentz’s New Immigrants).  Ignore textbook instructions.

Working and Final Drafts
As you write your Working and Final Drafts, please bear in mind these tasks:

· Essay Purpose.  Both options (“Little Communities” and “Culture Shock”) present you with a ready-made classification scheme (Redfield’s four criteria for a little community and Brink’s and Saunders’ four phases of culture shock).  You’re being asked to apply the ready-made classification scheme to the other articles (the five “community” summaries or the five immigrant narratives) and explain in detail how each of the communities or immigrant experiences conforms to the criteria laid out in the classification scheme.  In other words, the first article supplies the categories (the four criteria of smallness and the four phases of culture shock), and your job is to place the communities or immigrant narratives from the second article in the relevant categories, and explain how and why each belongs in a the category.

· Essay Organization.  Your classification essay will need an absolute minimum of five paragraphs—an introduction and at least one paragraph per category, possibly more than one per category. (It doesn’t need a conclusion.)  Remember that you’re organizing your essay and its paragraphs by categories (or criteria or definitions or phases or whatever), not by “variables” (communities, immigrant narratives):  each of your paragraphs will be about a category and will do two things: 1) give an extended definition of the category and then 2) ask whether each of the variables (five for the communities and immigrants) fits the category and explain why or why not.
Here’s a rough outline of what your paragraphs will look like:

	Introduction (½ page?)

	· Statement of authors and authors (see assignment below)
· Brief definition of the categories (see below)
· Brief description of the variables to be classified (see below)

	· Statement of thesis:  what are you doing in this essay? (see below)

	Category 1 (½-¾ page?)

	· Extended definition of the category or criterion or phase (i.e., the phases of culture shock or the criteria defining a little community):  quote the definition, then explain/clarify it.
· Analysis of how and why each variable (each immigrant narrative or little community) matches or doesn’t fit the category.  Quote and explain the evidence of how and why the variable fits.  Discuss each variable separately, one after another.  Discuss the variables that fit first and those that don’t at the end of the paragraph. It’ll be a long paragraph; many writers write a whole page per paragraph.

	Categories 2-4 (½-¾ page each?)

	Duplicate Category 1 above for each of the other categories.

	Conclusion

	You don’t need one—for one thing, you won’t have room as you’ll probably cover three pages easily in this one. When you’re finished with classifying the last variables into the last category, you’re done.  If you revise this essay as your Portfolio Revision, you can add a conclusion then by summarizing your findings to tell us which variables qualified overall (which immigrants underwent which phases of culture shock, which communities met which criteria of a little community. 




· Introductory Paragraph.  The first paragraph needs to include minimally the following:  1) a statement of what your source titles and who the authors (where relevant) are; 2) a brief definition of each of your categories (some will be self-explanatory while others will need a short clause to define them, but there’s probably no need to quote the source here); 3) a brief descriptive list of the “variables” or “materials” or “stuff” you’re classifying (the specific communities, immigrant narratives, writer’s metaphors, or paragraph types: this might be done in one very long sentence); and 4) a statement of thesis that tells us you’re going to use the categories or criteria or definitions or phases of one article to classify the variables or materials or stuff (see above) of the other article.

· “Category” Paragraphs.  After the introductory paragraph, each of your paragraphs will be about  a single category (or criterion or definition or phase or whatever), not about “variables” (communities, immigrant narratives, writer’s metaphors, or paragraph types).  If each of your paragraphs after the first is about one category, it will do two things: 

1) Start with an extended definition of the category that normally does the following:
· quote the relevant definition from your source
· explain/discuss the quoted definition when necessary

2) Discuss whether each of the variables fits the category (five variables for the communities and immigrants, more for the metaphors and paragraph types) and explain why and how it fits or doesn’t fit the category.  This is where you’ll refer to and probably quote the (For example, “The Ik tribe would fit the ‘smallness’ category because we’re told that even the largest of their villages only ‘comprised thirty such huts,’ a clear measure of a small community according to Redfield’s definition.”)  For each category, you must discuss all the variables and determine whether they fit the category or not:  if you’re writing about communities or immigrants, and you have fewer than five variables, you’re not done:  you need to consider all of them.  My advice is to address those that do fit the category first, then group the maybe one or (very rarely) two that don’t fit the category at the end of your paragraph.  Again, each category implies at least one paragraph—probably a very, or very, very long paragraph for each of your categories.

· Source Use/Documentation.  Please see the Essay 2 assignment and the Source Use handout in the syllabus for details. Here are the general rules.  Quotations from all sources must be copied exactly and enclosed by quotation marks. When you paraphrase, use your own words:  reproducing the original and changing or rearranging a few words is still plagiarism:  even when you change some of it, you have to quote the unchanged words, so make up your mind: quote it exactly within quotation marks or paraphrase it into your words ,   when you quote or paraphrase any ideas or information from a source, you cite a page number immediately after the quotation or borrowed ideas or info:  

· Morse explains that “germs do not discriminate” (102).
· According to Kottack, Van Gennep’s liminal phase is accepted by most experts (99).

This Works Cited will need two entries. Here’s one example each from each of the reading options; you’ll need to create the other one from your option for yourself. 
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